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was not accurate. And in fact, since it's my colleague, I want
to make sure that in the record I speak clearly and directly. I
said what I thought was a ...not only a true thing, but also
a... I meant it to be a witty thing, in which I had said that if
you asked Chris about a question, you'd get the whole history of
the issue, three different perspectives, and then a fourth one
explaining why that was the b est idea, that he thi nks
strategically and is incapable of speaking in sound bites, and
i n politics that's like speaking in tongues--a reference to m y
mother, who followed religious mystical phenomenon with great
interest. And the speaking of tongues was when you spoke in
another language. It was meant to say that in fact if one
speaks very, very completely about an issue, it's almost as if
it was antithetical to the way we do business in politics, which
is to simplify and turn everything into a sound bite. It w is
meant to say that h e w a s a deep thinker and he spo ke
persuasively. Some how, in the quote the phrase becamei and in
politics that's like speaking with dual tongues. Huge
difference between speaking in tongues and speaking in dual
tongues. I want the record to reflect, and all of my colleagues
to understand, that I hold an u nalloyed admiration for my
colleague Chris Beutler. I find that his conversation is
candid, authentic, and never speaks, with my k nowledge, with
dual tongues. How th e error came about I don't know. I was
given the opportunity to correct it, but I only found it on
Saturday, and d idn t do it in a timely fashion. By the way,
when that quote was done, I was asked, do you think that might
have hurt him when he ran for Governor? I said, it may have.
However, between that statement and where it ap pears in th e
article, there's somebody else's thought, and that somebody
else's thought was that on the campaign trail maybe there was
not an adroitness in the coffee shop. Well, that's not what I
said. And I want...I'm not terribly concerned about things that
get into the public record in the newspaper that a re wrong.
What I w ant m y colleagues to know is exactly what I said and
what I meant, and that is that I have the utmost admiration, and
I think that Senator Beutler speaks very directly and with great
authenticity with what he says. And I did not say, and I want
to correct the re cord, that I think while he may speak in
tongues, it's because he speaks in full and complete, strategic
and well-informed political thought and political philosophy.
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